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For the to Christian tion. 


ON THE RELATION OF FAITH IN THE LORD TO REJOICING 
IN THE LORD. 


It is worthy of notice, that persons, as they advance in religious experi- 
ence, gradually undergo a transition from a state of prayer to a state of 
praise. When, by passing through the death of nature, they have entered 
into the region of a truly regeuverate life, and have experienced something of 
‘the higher results of sanctification, the state of mind is, for the most part, 
one of rejoicing; in accordance with the divine. precept, “REJOICE EVER 
moRE.” A song of divine jubilation, a hymn of inward triumph in the Lord, 
not wholly unlike that which we may suppose to ascend from the happy hearts 
of angels, is going up from the soul almost without cessation. This is a 
distinct and frequent modification of Christian experience, when the experi- 
ence, advancing beyond its more common forms, has reached a certain po- 
sition in its triumphant progress. ! 

Persons who are in this state of mind, are sometimes tempted and troubled 
in relation to it. They are not entirely confident that such a state of con- 
stant rejoicing is consistent with a due sense of the woes and sins of men, 
and with those feelings of sympathy and mourning which thecondition of 
things around us is calculated to excite. og 


1. We remark, in the first place, and as calculated in some degree to 


meet this difficulty, that rejoicing in the Lord is a scriptural state of mind. 
This would be a natural and obvious view of the subject, independently of 
the express declarations of Scripture. God is good as he is wise; and with 
all the wisdom and power which are requisite, he also has a disposition to 
do, at all times and in all things, that which is for the best. Both in himselt 
and in all the modes and acts of his administration, he is infinitely just, 
merciful and lovely. Praise, therefore, or what is the same thing, a reveren 
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tial, heartfelt reioicing in Him, belongs to Him of right. And it belongs to 
Him at all times. If we had no express command to render it, We could 
not rightly withhold it. And besides this, the illustrations of rejoicing in the 
Lord, and the commands to rejoice in him, which are found in the Scrip- 

tures, are very numerous, “Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.” “Re- 


_joice in the Lord, ye des ae and give thanks at the remembrance of his 


holiness.” 


2. We would observe, in the second place, that the state of mind Bon | 


_ which we are remarking, is net merely soy, which may arise from various 
causes, and not always with profitable results, but joy or rejoicing in the 

Lord. This is an important distinction. It is not joy in ourselves, but joy 

in the Lord, of which we are speaking.. It is God, in himself and in his 

various manifestations, who calls forth, without ceasing, this happy song of 
‘inward jubilation. “ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his bene- 

fits.’ And this is so strictly true, that the soul, when it is in this state, finds 
it difficult to turn itself away from God, by means of reflections on itself and 
its own happiness, or by directing itself to any other creature, except as God 

leads it there. God, the infinite mind, the all wise and beneficent creator 

and sustainer, is the one present and delightful object, which unites all its 

thoughts and absorbs all its affections. 

8. We observe again, that rejoicing in the Lord, or praise, is not at vari- 
ance with prayer. On the contrary, we may regard it as one of the highest 
forms of prayer; especially if we employ the term prayer, as is sometimes 
done, as a general name for all truly religious exercises. A portion of the 
Lord’s prayer is expressive of the union of the human with the divine 
will. “Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
No one will doubt, that the supplication, “thy will be done,” when it is sin- 
_cerely offered, is to be regarded as true prayer, whether we use the term in 
a broader or a more limited signification. Indeed, it is a prayer which em- 
braces all other prayer. When we pray for God’s will to be accomplished, 
we pray for every thing which we ought to pray for. But we can have no 
hesitancy in asserting, that the purifying and ennobling feeling, expressed in 
this supplication, which casts out self, and makes us one with God, is the 
basis of all true rejoicing in the Lord. A person may rejoice in himself, or 
may be happy in himself, in various ways and for various reasons; but no 
one can rejoice in the Lord, who cannot sincerely and rejoleingly say, at the 
same time, “'THY WILL BE DONE.” | 

4. Rejoicing in the Lord, as we have just had occasion to say, always in- 
volves the prayer, “thy will be done.” But it involves more; and this ad- 
ditional part makes the difference between rejoicing in the Lord, and mere 
acquiescence in the will of the Lord. It involves a conviction, deep, heart- 
felt and unchangeable, that the will of God, with the exception of any thing 
and every thing which is sinful, is now accomplished ; that every moment 
brings with it the fulfilment of all things up to that moment; and that God 
is now, and will be for ever glorified in every thing that takes place. And 


4 
| 
| 
~ 
| 
| 
ii 
‘4 
| 
| 
Bi 
3 » 
% q 
a 
tr 
¢ 
| 
J 
4 


RELATION OF FAITH TO REJOICING, &c. — 248 


it is at this point that we discover the relation which faith in the Lord holds to 
rejoicing in the Lord. Reason tells us that God’s will, with the exception 
which has already been named, is accomplished in every thing which takes 
place. The opposite view would be inconsistent with God’s supremacy. 
But reason, while it declares the thing, does not so clearly declare the right- 
eousness of the thing. It establishes the mind in a fixed position, without re- 
lieving it from inward perplexity. But faith, reaching forth from the things 
_ which take place, to the multiplied relations which bind them to all other 
facts and things, which ever have taken place or ever will take place, to 


time past and time to come, to the law of God and its rewards and penal-— 


ties, to God as love and God as justice, to heaven and hell, brings home to 
the mind the deep and irreversible conviction, that the will of God, which is 


accomplished moment by moment, is accomplished in RIGHTEOUSNESS ; and > 
that it is, and ever will be, the occasion of holy rejoicing. Faith in the 


Lord, therefore, which connects the known with the unknown, is the true 
foundation of rejoicing in the Lord. Faith concentres eternity in each mo- 
ment as it passes, and regarding God in every event of that moment, pro- 
-hounces hitn R1GuTEOUS. Even sin, which God can never approve, and 


which can never be said, in any proper sense of the terms, to be in accord-_ 


ance with his will, will be so overruled in his infinite wisdom, will be so 
atoned for in the case of all those who repent through his infinite mercy, 
that the thing which is most deformed and hideous of all things in itself, 


will be made to subserve the glory of God. Every where will it exhibit the | 


inscription on its troubled and burning surface, an inscription which heaven 
and hell shall alike see, “The Lord is holy ;” “The Lord is glorious in ho- 
liness.”” 

Take down, then, your harps from the willows. Rejoice in spirit, all 
ye true children of the Lord. Amid all your sorrows, temptations and 
trials, amid all the sins and the anguish of our fallen world, praise the Lord. 
Let the praise of the Lord be continually in your mouth, Think not that 
you must cease to praise in order to pray. Pray, but praise also. In a very 
important sense, PRAISE IS PRAYER. Praise is the highest prayer. Praise is 
the prayer of angels. X.Y, 


Reader, are you prepared for another world? If impenitent, 
you are not; for, “ except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish.”’ 
If unbelieving, you are not; for, ‘ without faith it is impossible 
to please God,” and ‘“ He that believeth not shall be damned.”’ 
If unregenerate, you are not; for “except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” If unholy, you are not; 


for “‘ without holiness no man shall see the Lord.”” Such is the 


testimony of God. ‘‘ He that hath ears to hear let him hear.” 
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The following communication will be found very interesting, Only a part 
of it was designed for the Guide, but we have: Peron to publish the 
whole, on condition of omitting names. | 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. | 


LETTER TO A FRIEND. 
. 

Very Dear SisteR,—It is with emotions of heartfelt j joy and 
eratitude to the great Source of all good that I take my pen to ad- 
dress you as a dear and precious friend, whom God has given 
me to cheer and help me onward in my heavenward course — 


Yes! my full heart is often sending up in grateful. aspirations, 
praises to him who has inclined your heart to “love” me— 
For the kind expressions of affection ever manifested, and espe- 


cially those contained in your last dear letter, accept my warmest 


thanks, and assurances of reciprocated affection. I do prize 
highly the esteem and regard of the good and ‘the lovely. O! 
I do love to be loved by the lovers of him whom my soul loveth, © 
and is this not natural, or rather is it not compatible with the_ 


will and order of God? I think so, and I cannot but feel a thrill - 


of holy joy whenever one of “ Jesus’ little ones”’ manifests a re- 


gard for me. I covet not the esteem and applause of the great 
and the noble of earth, who know not God, but the love of those 


_ who are the beloved ‘of heaven, I do. desire. How sweet, how 


endearing, how indissoluble is the union of those who, being 


united to Jesus, have found in each other a kindr — a heav- 


enly kindredship, a fellowship divine ! 
Thus was it with you and me, dear sister.. No sooner did we 
meet, than we mingled souls; even as two drops of water com- | 


“mingled, so did our hearts become. one; and never have they 


heen separated, nor will they ever! No, our union will be per- 

petuated through endless ages, and when we shall together stand 
on Mount Zion, it will be inconceivably more endearing and 
more blissful. Yes! in heaven the friendship here commenced, 
will be consummated. Delightful thought. A friendship based 
on the love of Jesus, is not for earth only, but for heaven! How 
much should I have prized a more intimate acquaintance with 
the dear sainted one whose spirit has but recently fled to the up- 
per kingdom. Dear sister C—. Well do I remember her 
lovely form, her heavenlike countenance, and her devotional 
spirit. That sweet prayer, offered with such holy fervor, such 
divine eloquence, is still vividly in my mind, and never can | 
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LETTER TO A FRIEND. 945 


cease to remember the happy interview which I enjoyed with 


that dear one at your house. Well, she has gone up to the: 


bright world where she shines in more perfect beauty |! 

And I could not forbear exclaiming, in the language that 
flowed, in poetic strains, from my heart, when the departure of my 
sister in-law was annoufced to me, 


How heaven’s attractions multiply 

As earth’s most loved and lovely ones 

Go up to join the immortal throng ! 

O what must be the bliss, the glory of | 

That world, which takes from this its loveliest 
And best! Its gems of rarest beauty, 
Jewels bright and pure, e’en here, where oft 
Their lustre, dimmed by earthly mists, 

Was half obscured ; but there, unsullied by 
The breath of sin, unstained by earthly touch, 
They shine all gloriously, mid heaven’s 
Resplendent beams, and add new beauty 

To that bright abode, where peace, and purity, 
And love abound. | | 


Dear Sister,—My mind has been much occupied of late with 
the momentous and most blessed subject of entire conformity 
to the image of the adorable Jesus. I say entire conformity. 


To have but the faint, outlines of his image drawn upon my heart 


cannot satisfy my enlarged” desires. I must have the full, deep 
impress of the lineaments divine. O, to have the mind of the 
meek and lowly Jesus shine out conspicuously i in every look, and 
word, and act. ‘I’o enjoy the hallowed influences of the Spirit 


m all their plenitude—to be “ filled with all the fulness of 


God.” 'To this elevated and most glorious state of enjoyment, 
I find my soul aspiring with increasing intensity ; and to this is 
perhaps attributable a dream which [ had not long since in rela- 
tion to the high privilege of the children of God, which as it 
may interest you somewhat, I will relate to you. 

I thought brother T., during a conversation on the subject | of 
holiness, ‘said to me, ‘‘ Sister, I am not satisfied with my state; I 
do not possess a clear evidence that I am wholly sanctified.” I 


remarked, Brother you have only entered upon the borders of : 


the goodly land, and have not yet claimed the rich and glorious 

inheritance concerning which the Lord hath said he will give it 

unto you. Now press onward and take the entire possession ; 

the whole land is before you, go forward and you will find that 

corn and wine and oil abound, and all is peace and rest! I 
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dreamed again, and thought sister came in, and [ said to 

her, sister —, I must tell you my dream, and then related it to 

her, and remarked, this seems to me to be of the Lord, for, be- 4 

fore I fell asleep, I was praying that I might be enabled todo 

- something for God, and remembering that I had often been 
solicited to write for the Guide, I asked that if it was consistent 

with the divine will, a subject might be given me, or that it might 

be made clear to my miud what specific point should constitute 

my theme, and now I think I have it — Lingering on the borders 

of the land, instead of taking the full possession,—and I think I 
must write on this point, for so many seem to be resting short of 

the fulness, and O, ’tis this we want—’tis this we must have! 

The full baptism of the Holy Ghost! She replied in her sweet, 

affectionate manner, “ Well dear, now do write, for I have no 

doubt that God caused you to dream on that subject for this very 

purpose.” I awoke with my mind deeply impressed, and from 

the _ of the moment wrote the following lines. 


Why linger ye ? why linger ye? 
Tsrael’s valiant band! 
Why tarry on the borders yet | 
Qf. Canaaun’s goodly land ? | 


Before you lies in vast expanse 
The rich, luxuriant soil ; 

Behold the land abounds with fruits, 
And corn, and wine, and oil. . 


Press onward, then, ye blessed ones, 

Regard Heaven’s high behest! | 
See! see! before you still remains — \ 
~ Much land to be possest. 


_ *Tis sweet to step on Canaan’s brink, 
And view its beauties o’er ; 
‘To feel we’ve crossed the swelling flood, 
And gained the peaceful shore. 


But O, to claim its length and breadth, 
To feel the land is ours, 

To feast upon its rare delights, 
And dwell amid its bowers — 


To satiate the longing soul 
At the pure stream that flows | 
From Heaven’s exhaustless fount of love, 
And find a sweet repose 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Beneath the shadow of his wing 
_ Whose smile creates a heaven, 
And the freed spirit mounting up, 
Its ties to earth all riven,— 


Encircled in the Savior’s arms, 
Reclining on His breast; — 

O untold bliss! Supreme delight! 
Foretaste of heavenly rest! 


Then onward, onward let us move, 
And claim what God has given — 
The whole of Canaan’s goodly land, 
That lies on this side heaven! 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
“NOTES BY THE WAY.” 


Nov. 29. es have ‘beet reflecting on the words of the Savior, 
“He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory, but he that 
seeketh the glory of him that sent him, the same is true, and 
there is no unrighteousness in him.” 

I never felt more conscious of the entire annihilation of self, 
or more jealous for the Lord of Hosts, than at the present time. 
It is to be feared that there are those that indulge in a self-com- 


placency of spirit, and evince by action a something that says, 


Is not this great Babylon that I have built? Such have their re- 
ward. Herod, an individual whom the God of nature had 
doubtless endued with good natural abilities, sought his own 

glory. Expressions of praise, which should have been uttered to 
God, he permitted to be lavished on himself. And ‘immediate- 
ly the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the 
glory.” ‘How fearful the responsibility of those who appropriate 
even natural abilities unto themselves, as if of their own acquire- 
ment, when it is God that gives not only the mind, but the abil- 
ity to cultivate. If wicked Herod was smitten, what will be the 
fate of those better informed of the character and requirements 
of God. 


But it is pleasing to know that there are those who seek only 


the glory of him that sent them.. Aware that they are not suf- 


ficient of themselves so much as to think a good thought, much 
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less to perform a righteous action, the voice of God urging “to 
‘the acknowledgment of every good thing that is in them” is 


= 


obeyed. With this sacrifice God. is‘well pleased, and in token 


_ of approval he gives more, good measure, pressed down, shaken > 


together, and running over — they hunger and thirst after righte- 
ousness, and he fills, and while they continue to pour out, he — 
continues to pour in, and thus are they ever filled with the ful- 
ness of God. But let them desist from pouring out, and soon 
would they find that God in turn would desist from pouring in, 
arid that retained would soon be found to be like the manna 


gathered over —it spoiled. And this doubtless is the case with 


many a one who has taken up the lamentation, “My leanness, 
O my leanness!”’ 


«To my illumined eyes display, 
O God! the truth thy word reveals ; 
Cause me to run the heavenly way, | 
The book unfold, and loose the seals. 


Thine inward teachings make me know 
The mysteries of redeeming love — 
The emptiness of things below, 

And excellence of things above. 


While through this dubious maze I stray, 
Spread like the sun thy beams abroad, 
To show the dangers of the way, 
And pulse my feeble steps to God.” 


How necessary the constant aid of the Spirit. I feel that I 
dare not take one step without divine direction. — 

O how greatly I rejoice in being permitted to approach, under 
all circumstances, to that infinite source of wisdom. “If any man 


yack, let him ask of God who giveth to all men liberally and up- 


braideth not.” 
How easy the attainment. It is but to present the petition, af- 
fixing the signature of Jesus, and the treasury is open ; — 


For His grace and power are such, 
~ None can ever ask too much. 


He delights in giving. At what a. price were the blessings 
purchased, “and who dare doubt the willingness of the Purchaser 
to impart! How unlike the treasures of grace to those of men 
—the greater the diffusion, by so much more the increase. 
And thus in return: docs the great Giver require corresponding 
action in the recipients of his grace. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY... 249 


He gives that we may impart to others. And how soon would 
the earth be filled with his glory, were those that receive but 
be faithful stewards, and faithfully hand out what God hands in. 


Last Saturday evening, after returning from the experience 


meeting, where my mind had been peculiarly exercised in refer- 
ence to the testimony I had given in, the Lord blessed me in an 
extraordinary manner. I had bowed before him previous to re- 
tiring for the night. While repeating, ‘unto him who hath loved 


- me, and redeemed me, and washed me from my sins in his own’ 
blood, ” be glory, an unutterable view of the love of Christ was 
given. I felt that I could indeed join with the blood washed 
company already escaped from earth, and say ‘“‘ Unto him that hath | 


loved me,” &c. O what a weight of bliss has since rested upon 
my spirit. [ have been almost ready to 


Clap the glad wing and soar away, 
And mingle with the blaze of day.” 


A little more, and the earthen vessel would break. ‘My gene- 


ral experience is that of a calm delighting in God —a sweet . 


- tranquillity, founded on the faithfulness of God ; assured that I 
have taken him as my only portion — the crown ‘of my rejoicing. 


But since pearly, joy unspeakable and full of glory has filled 


my soul. 


my all'in all thou art, 
My rest in toil, my ease in pain; 
The medicine of my broken heart, 
In war my peace, in loss my gain. 
My smile beneath the tyrant’s frown, 
In shame my glory and my crown.” 


Dec. 4.— At the Sabbath School prayer meeting last night, I 
was greatly blessed in my own soul, and I hope was permitted to 
be a blessing to others. During the day an unusual amount of 
domestic care claimed my attention. My health, also, at present, 
is very infirm. From these causes I hesitated in going. But I 
felt, on looking at the circumstances prayerfully, as if duty said, 


Go! I went, trusting in God for the strength of body and mind = 


requisite. Grace and strength were given in proportion to my 
need, and just at the moment when needed. Never did I more 
deeply realize my insufficiency, and never, I think, did I realize 
the all sufficiency of grace more fully. My mind was unusually 
exercised. Before I opened my mouth in prayer, | seemed not 
to have one word to say. But I was placed in circumstances 
where I had been accustomed to exercise, and | felt that the 
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* © mouth, and God, true to his word, filled it; O what blessed lib- 
erty T enjoyed. “After having opened my mouth in prayer, I be- 


_ gan to feel the same utter insufficiency and restraint relative to 


speaking. But I did not wait for God to fill my mouth before I 


began. I felt that the cause would suffer by an exclamation in 
heart, if not otherwise, “‘ What do ye more than others?” [ 
again opened my mouth, and my faithful God again filled it. O 
Tam glad my tender love to the cause induced me to hasten. I 
might have waited to have had my mouth filled previous to open- 
ing it, and have waited till the opportunity had passed, or the 
meeting closed, and then, doubtless, some that don’t love the 
cross of Christ, would have said, “ Sister ———— is as the humor — 
takes her, sometimes up and sometimes down.” O I have la- 
mented that some who love holiness, and even profess it, not un- 
frequently give occasion for the exclamation, “ What do ye more 
than others?” Such are doubtless sincere, but they do not re-— 
member that holiness implies the consecration of the whole being 
to God. They forget that the order of God is that the mouth 
should first be opened, and then filled. The difficulty in the 
case of most such, is the want of sufficient confidence in God. 
_ They are afraid to venture on him for the fulfilment of his part 
of the work. This unbelief is surely very dishonoring to God. 
An eminent divine once said to me, “We cannot honor God 
more than by trusting him.”  Distrustfulness then dishonors. 
And God hath said,-‘““’They that honor me I will honor, and they 
that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.” We must be willing 
to be abased, or we shall never abound. I thank my God that I 
ever became willing to be of no reputation —a fool for Christ’s 
sake. In counting the cost before I entered the King’s highway, | 
I felt assured that the Lord required that I should testify of the 
grace given. With the heart man believeth, and mouth confes- 
gion is made unto salvation. The immediate and inseparable 
connection stood obviously before me. The most prominent 
error in former experience had been an unwillingness to make 
confession with the mouth. I now resolve that if it literally cost 
my life in the effort to open my mouth for God, I would do it 
whenever I had reason to believe that duty required. Ever since | 
I have found that it is but to open my mouth and God fills it. 
Satan sometimes tempts me greatly and variously, in reference to 
my manner of speaking, or what I have said. But I never make 
the attempt without throwing all the powers of mind and body 
afresh on the altar. Aid then I leave the event with God. Not 
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unfrequently, when T have been tempted that there was the 


greatest want of liberty, have I found, from subsequent disclosures, ; 
_ that the greatest good has been done. 


God loves to take the weak things of this world to confound 
the mighty, so that the excellency of the power may be of God. 


I glory in thisg and have made up my mind that men may think __ 


of the instrument as they will — despise, reject, or count it the 


_ offscouring of all things, only so that the “voice” be heard and 
the truth received. 


Often have I prayed “Lord, it it be consistent with thy will, 


let the instrumentality be hid or unthought of, and may thy voice’ 


only be heard.’’ I had never been able to present the petition 
with perfect confidence, because I could not fix my mind on any 
portion of the word by which I might be fully assured that what 
I asked was according to the will of God, until one day, while 
before the Lord, reading my noon lesson, where it stated that the 
disciples were sent to John to ask him who he was. John did 
not say he was John. The humility of his spirit seemed to in- 
cline him to desire not to be recognized in person. ‘I am the 


‘voice’ of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Prepare ye the way of © 
the Lord.’” I caught at the allusion as a precious gem, and 


_ conceived that here I had a warrant for what had so often been 


the language of my spirit, While on this topie, I will state a 
simple fact 1 in my experience, which has been very useful to me. | 
When I first began to try to glorify God by way of verbal testi- 


mony with his people, a dear brother said, Sister, we love to hear 
you speak, but we wish you would speak louder, so that all may 


hear. It was the first of my being aware that I was not dis- 
tinctly heard. 


The many listeners, and the preciousness of time on such occa- 
sions considered, I felt the expediency of speakihg in such a man- | 


ner as to be heard by all. And yet the idea of making an eflort to 


speak above my natural tone, seemed a trial indeed. I imagined 


that the sound of my own voice would startle and distract, like 
as when I first began to use it in prayer with others. ‘The next 
opportunity that offered, I earnestly implored help in this partic- 


ular. ‘The powers of my body, as well as those of my mind, 


are all thine, O my God,” was the language of my heart. The 
Lord helped me. Instead of the sound of my voice, which was 
much above my natural pitch, being distracting, it was a help to 
keep my mind better stayed on its centre. My very voice seemed 
_a miracle, and helped to assure me that God was my strength 


and the portion of my soul. Were every dear brother and sister — 


NOTES BY THE WAY. 
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“thus helpful to. those younger in the way, our social meetings 
“might be rendered more profitable. | 


Jesus, I love thy charming 
"Tis music in my ear; 

Fain would I sound it out so loud, 
That heaven and earth might hear.” 


For the Guide to Christian tec 


OBITUARY.— - LYDIA LILLY. 


The shall be held i in everlasting remembrance.” 


_ T have looked in vain for some time past, for a memoir of 
our beloved sister, Lydia Lilly, of Dresden, Maine, who changed 
mortality for life, the 10th of April last; and as no one has 
favored the public with an account of her Christian character, I 
- should esteem it a privilege to offer this humble tribute of friend- 
ship to departed worth. 
The first acquaintance had with sister was in 1841, soon 
after I was stationed in Hallowell. I then found her in rather a 

‘low state of religious enjoyment, though still wishing to be found © 

‘on the Lord’s side.” 

Soon after this, she attended a camp-meeting at Sic: -. 
lien she sought and found the blessing.of perfect love. An ex- 
tract from her journal on leaving home for camp meeting, may 
show the state of her mind better than any description of mine. 
‘Determined to seek to know and experience the truth and 
power of religion as others have—think I never saw a time when 
all things were more favorable—no worldly considerations to 
deter my mind—more firmly established in the truths and doc- 
trines of the Bible, and some more interest than usual, though I 
feel not a sense of guilt as yet—I go to seek the Holy Ghost and 
its fruits—a preparation for a home and a treasure above.” 

Thus we see that she made a consecration of herself before 
she started for the meeting, and on her return she writes, ‘“‘ He 
has accepted the sacrifice—He has revealed himself unto me, 
* and permitted me to praise and glorify his great and holy name. 
_ [have consecrated myself, my time, my talents, my all to him 
and his service, for him to live and suffer. And let me ever 
remember it is my privilege to have religion enough to make me 
happy. By giving him my whole heart, pociving all I have 
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OBITUARY. | 


from tis hand with thankfulness, as the best eifts he ean bestow 
for my wood, and serving him with all my powers, haye 
eda happiness ine xpressible, independent of the world. or its 
things.” 

She found it casy to lay hold by ¢ and. present, 
faith on the infinite atonement that had been made for her, afier 
coming to the full dectston of mind to give herself entirely to 
God and his service; and these two points she ever afterwards 
seemed to keep in view, consecration and present 
faith.’ And though naturally diffident and retiring, such) was 
the power of the holy flame that) burned within her sanetificd 
soul, it began dmmediately to burst: forth im active duties in the 
Sabbath School, the social meeting, and amoung ber frends and 
associates, 

She was a member of my own family for nearly a year after 
this, which gave me a good opportunity of learning her spiritual 
state and of observing her daily walk. Phesearly dawn, and the 
late hour at might often witnessed the fervor of her prayers for 
baptism of the Holy Ghost on her own ‘soul, and. the salva- 
tion of others, and especialy some of her own dear 
She seemed truly to possess that liberal Christianity, Swhich 
deviseth liberal thines, "Many of the benevolent enterprises of 
the day whieh tax our pecuniary interests, met from her a heart 
respouse, as the writer lias the means of Knowing. With her 
originated the idea, and by herself was the entire expense borne 
of publis hing the expertence of a tract form, 
you will recollect was published in the Guide a few years ave.) 
She had a number of hundred copies struck off for eratuitous 
distribution amoung other denominations of Christians, with a 
view to spread the holmess among them, And eternit 
will revcal the mighty influence they lave and wilkéxert in 
leading the serious rato the. full of the glorious: 
crospel of the blessed God. | | 

Again she says, “1 do feel that can‘ take the world as it. 
“comes, trust in the promises of my heavenly Father, and try, by 
his erace assisting me, to serve him.’ 

Enjoved a good season Priday meht, but Saturday morning 
Was more abundantly blessed ; 
subdued iny heart and cabled me to rejoice with Joy Unspeaka- 
ble and full of glory.” 


‘This was anexeellent thought. Will not some good brother or sister 
send us S10 to enable the Evangelical Tract Socicty to stereotype that expert 
that It may be sold in tract fori, ait da Pages fora cent? 
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— 


Under date of “Jan. 1842,” she says, “28 years have-passed 


and [ have just learned the object of life, and the manner of 
spending it to promote our own happiness, and to fulfil. the 


purposes of our Creator. We sometimes imagine for a few short 
moments we enjoy happiness, but it is dependent upon and 
derived from the smiles and flatteries of a wicked world ; but 
praise to the great and holy name of God, through the itone- 


ment of our Savior, life and happiness have been purchased, and- 


offered for the acceptance of the rebellious sons of men, whereby 
they can turn unto God, obey him and share his glory.’ 


| add these extracts from her journal to show how completely ae 


sanctifying grace had triumphed, in her heart, over the world. 
She learned, as all others have learned or must learn, that to enjoy 
- the direct witness of God’s Spirit with her spirit of her fall and pres- 
ent salvation, she must make confession with her mouth of what 
God had done for her, and this she did with all simplicity, on proper 
occasions. She seemed for months before her departure to have 
a premonition that she should soon be called to meet the Lord, 
and in conversation on the subject with the writer, she sugcested 
the time, which to my astonishment I found fulfilled, though at 
the time L had but little confidence in any such impressions. 
| behteve she neglected no duty she was satisfied God requir- 

ed at her hands, but ‘presented her body ” and. soul “as a liv- 
ing sacrilice, holy and acce ptable unto God, as her reasonable 
service.” 

But how unsearchable are God's judgments, and his Ways past 
finding out. In the midst of her active zeal for his causc, she 
was suddenly arrested by the hand of disease, and soon called to 
close her eyes on_all things below the sun. 

As I was not present at the last solemn and triumphant scene, 
T shall take the privilege of borrowing from the graphic pen of 
another, though not written at the time with any design of publica- 
tion. 

« With the impression that her work was done, she was taken 
il; the work demanded of her by her heavenly Father she 
felt was fully accomplished by her, as she expressed toa friend 
the first day of her sickness —“ She felt that he had nothing 
more for her to do here, and was now about to take her to Bi 
self.” | knew so perfectly the state of her soul, I could but feel 


that this disease had come (at the bidding of our Lord) to do - | 


work of dissolution, or that she needed this one more trial 1 

order to purify her more fully and perfectly qualify her for rst 
Master’s service on earth. For two or three days she said but 
little, even on the subject of religion, her all absorbing and enliv- 
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ening theme in health. Her graces were in exere ‘isc In bearing 


the sufferings that were upon her. She e X presse ‘d her opinion 
that all our efforts for her recovery would be in vain: the liiiai- 


clan rephed, There is too much anxiety among your friends not 
to do all i in our power for vou. will submit, said she, to any 


thing you think best. She was indeed a pattern of perfect sub- 


mission, perfect resignation and perfect: patience under suffering. 
So silent was she that our dear father. upon whose mind she 


had earnestly endeavored to impress the mpportance of giving his 
3 


immediate atte ution to the subyc et of re Tigion, said he was much 


disappointe he expected she wonld have much to say. ‘That 
she who, especially. for six months past, had been constantly 


either. talking, reading, or instructing others about religion, or 


had always been talking to him about something he did not un- 


derstand, should now have nothing to Say about it, Was a niystery 
to him. "Phisowas not said in her heanme "Phe next day she 
remarked, T have talked tiuneh with my frien ds . but now Tam able 
to say but little, but I feel more and say less. 

“On Saturday went:into her room and. took her by the 
hand: she said, ‘Mary, PE know not how it may be with me, but 
I feel that I have spent happy lime, and HOW I feel that Lam for 
nity.’ | 
The prospect of death, she added. is bright and joyous, 
time she said toa pious friend who was accustomed to 
pray in faith, You will not put up one prayer to keep me here 
When my Savior las promised to take mechome, and now [rely 


on tus promises. Why will you wish. to keep me here? On 


Saturday. mehteshe talked with her pliysician on the subject of 
religion, and prayed too as ¢ Te arly. fervently and understandingly 


as ever, for each member of ber dear family. forall her frien ds. 


for the church and tor the Pon  Atone time gazed upon her 


with anxie ty, thinkin perceived signs of death, the nurse 


that then by her if she did not sce an alteration ; she replied 
she did. Dr. A. came in. and examining her pulse, Lydia. said, 
If you please, doctor, you may tell me what you think my state 
is. ‘LT do not think you dying, by anyimeans, Lydia; you must 
not be alarmed. Alarmed, said she: Tam not al: in the 


least; the prospect of death is delightful. | She frequently wish- 


ed.us to read to her from the holy book ; she listened with) the 
same delight and ecstacy as ever, fre quently expressing herself in 
these emphatic words — work is done: and, too, feel that 
I have consecrated my all to the Savior, that he has aeeepted the 
sacrifice, that my heart and my treasure are in heaven, and now 
lam going to meet them. 


~ 


= 


> 


e 
Nog? 
4 
2 


wee 


- 


: 


¢ 
‘ 
| 
‘Z 


256 GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


“How perfectly justified the soul which can express itself in 
language like this. The last sad might and forenoon, though 
somewhat delirious, her theme was ‘going home.’ It was 
impressive to us, as we felt it expressed her views of death. She 
spoke of cousin S., and said the prospect of meeting her in glory 
so soon was delightful. To her dear unconverted friends she 
addressed herself, saying’ a habit of delay was dangerous, and 

exhorted them to repentance immediately. Of sister Caroline 


(Ww ho has already gone from our society to join dear Lucinda and 


Lydia) she talked much, frequently calling her name, Now. | 
have arrived at the period in sister Lydia’s existence full of imter- 
est, but of brief continuance. She knew all her friends, but had 
not the power of language, though retaining her sight perfec tly, 
sisters F. and H. w ho had been in H "during her sickness, 
on arriving, supposing her dying, did not go directly to her, 
She gave signs for them to come. She took them by the hand, 
and expressed confidently that she knew them perfectly. [am 
unable to give an extended account in her own words of the 
glory that filled her soul, and of the heaven that opened to her 
view. Those only who were present to witness the closing 
scene can fully realize the glory that attended it. 

She tried to the last to express her joys in language, but could 
only do ita few words at a time. As her countenance beamed 
with joy, sister H. inquired of her if * heaven opened to her view.’ 


O, yes! was the reply. After she appeared nearly gone, she 


raised herself in bed, looked round upon us all, and expressed ina 
deep and lovely smile the joy of her soul, and then extended her 
aris, saying, “My Master, I rise higher, higher; I waft : away, 
away sank down, while he spirit rose dwelt WwW ith Christ.” 
“Let me dic the death of the righteous, and let my last end be 


dike his.” Hl. Burver. 
Hartlett, N. H., April 12, 1844. 


Wispom.—A true definition of wisdom is, ‘the choice of the 
best object and of the best. means of accomplishing it.” — 

True wisdom signifies the choosing of the glory of God as 
the best object and entire consecration as the best means of fur- 
thering that object. 

The wi isdom of the world is the choosing of the clory of self 


~as the chief good, and a system of BS as the means of 
obtaining the main object. 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF A BAPTIST LADY. 2 


tor the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
HELP IMPLORED. 


Jesus, Savior! hear my cry, 
Onome bend thy watebtul eye ; 
See, my feeble strength is small, 


Vito thee for aid Teall. 


Save me dn temptation’s hour, 
When the clouds around me lower, 
When Psink oppressed with tear, 
Then‘'do thou my Lord be near, 


Save me When my spirit ight 
Sees no land feels no blight, 
Where no dauger seems to be, 


Lurks there not a snare tor me 2 


flo, Pheard my Savior say, 

Child of weakuess, watel: and pray 

Thine own streneth indeed is small, 

in ave thy allin all 


ror Guide to Perfection. 
CORRESPONDENCE OF A- BAPTIST LADY: 


Br. send you a seeond letter received from the estimable sister of 
the Baptist Church, beheving that its publication in the Guide may subserve 
the interests of the blessed doctrine of sanetification by faith. By inserting 
it vou will eblige SUBSCRIBER. 


My very pear Stsrer,— We have often conversed together 
on the subjeet of personal holiness, and have together mourned 
over that deep prejudice which prevents so many of our own de- 
nomination from apprehending, and consequently from realizing 
the full salvation of the gospel. This subject: has been much on 
my mind of late, so as often to remind me of that great heavi- 
ness and continual sorrow of heart of which Paul speaks. It 1s 


not so much that Christians are suffering from maladies which 
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Jesus stands ready to heal, as that our great Physician is robbed 
of so much glory by the imperfect representation of his saving 
power, now given by the church to the world. How often do 
we hear complaints which draw from us the interrogation of the 
prophet, “Is there no balm in Gilead, is there no physician there ? 
Why them is not the health of the. daughter of my people re- 
covered?” Blessed Savior! How little ‘de the world know of 
his healing power... How tew, even of his own professed people, 
are ready to witness, from their own ie eer to the omnipo- 
tency of his cross. 

But why this ignorance ? Does not the Bible furnish ample 
credentials of the Saviors ability and willingness to heal every 
malady under which either the church or the world are now 
groaning? Can any one require more or better certificates than 
are there recorded from those who have proved his healing: 
power? Is not the Bible in this as well as in all other respects 
perfect? And is it not some other authority which has so cir- 
cumscribed, in the estimation even of his own people, the power 
of Christ on earth? It seems to me that our OWD 
may furnish an answer to this i mquiry. 

We well know that there was a time when our views of Christ, 
as a present Savior, diflered widely from what they now are. 
The Spirit) had certainly wrought some change in us, for we 
loved the revealed character of God. ‘It eéminendéd itself to us 
as perfect. The same was true of his law. We felt that it was 
holy, just and good ; nor could we have wished it altered, though 
it. should for ever have condemned us. We loved holiness — 
could conceive of no heaven without it. We hated sin — could 
maine no worse hell than to be left to its dominion. The gos- 
pel, too, commended itself to us as a glorious. plan of grace —as 
ihe only conceivable means by which mercy and justice, truth 
and love could unite. We loved its terms — repentance toward 
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, regarding them the only 
means which the nature of the case admitted, by which apostate 
man could become reconciled to God. We felt our individ- 
ual need of just such a Savior and times without number did 
we personally seek and find peace through his blood. 

But, though we loved God’s law, we were conscious that we 
did not, in heart, perform it. We not only saw that it was just 
and righ, but felt that it was, above all things, desirable that we 
should love God with all our heart, and our neighbors as ourselves. 
Yet so conscious were we that other objects divided our heart — 
with our Maker, that we were often in doubt as to the direction 
in which the current of our affections set strongest. Our heart 
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was ever leaving the fountain of living waters, and hewing to tt- 


self broken cisterns. ‘Nor was our love to our fellow men more ~ 


pure, for, in Spite of all our efforts to. the contrary, we found that 
even our most sincere attachments, when searched deeply, were 
always found to have self at the bottom. | 

Now how could we rest in this condition? Did it need the 
pen of inspiration to tell us that such a heart could never enter 
heavens No, we never thought of entering that holy place with- 
outa change. [arth were as good as paradise if the heart were 
not united to God: yes, better dwell here always, than carry 
such a heart to heaven. Better that a thousand such souls as 
ours -be lost, than that heaven should not be holy. 

It was not, then, that we were, lznorant of our diseased: con- 


dition, not that we did not earnestly desire a cure, neither was it 


that we did not recognize Christ as the only physician of souls, 
for on him alone hang all our hopes of heaven. Was it not 


rather that we did not understand his promises as pointing to the | 


present time, and would not our state have been intolerable, but 
for the hope of future deliverance: Have we not dwelt too 
much in the future; thinking too much of what we should do 
and be in heaven, rather than seeking diligently to know what 
Christ was willing to do tor us on earth: The Spirit had begot- 
ten within us desires which nothing’ but the realization of God's 
promises could satisfy, but we had made up our minds to wait 
till death, as the only period when these promises could be ful- 
filled to. us. No wonder that we were sometimes almost re aidly to 
overleap the space that intervenes, and to rush at once be ‘yond 
the contines ot our prison life. | | 

How dense must have been the veil whic h pre judice had 
drawn over our minds, that we could so understand God’s blessed 
word. And what cause have we tor humble gratitude and love, 
if the. Spirit: has craciously drawn this veil aside, and shown us 
that Christ is a present as well as an almighty Savior,— that it 
is his pleasure to deliver us rom the power, Ho less than from 
the guilt of sin. 

But when we came to look on time as the period to which all 
promises of change were confined, and felt the awful guilt of not 
yielding to God the undivided homage of the soul, especially 
when the Spirit revealed Jesus as a Savior watting to heal, and 
yet rejected by us —when we saw how sadly we had misunder- 
stood that dear Redeemer, whose invitation had always been 
to-day and now, then it was that our disease became imsupport- 
able —then were we forced to cry, “ Help, Lord, or I perish. 
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But was there not, even then, some conflict with unbelief? 
Never can I forget the time when driven by a sense of danger 
and absolute necessity on the one hand, and on the other by an 
unshaken confidence in the great Physician, I determined to 
place myself under his immediate care, as my last and only re- 
sort. For a time his dealings with me ‘seemed to say, Believest 
thou that I am able to do this ? After -a sensible struggle with 
former prejudices, [ think mv whole heart did respond : yea, 
Lord, else couldst thou never raise a sinner to heaven. Believest 
‘thou that I am willing? was now the inquiry; willing to do this 


Still grace again prevailed. For the Spirit so revealed the char- 
acter ‘or Jest. that I could but exclaim, with all my heart, Yes, 


the garden, thy bitter death, and thy continued Intercession, 
prove, incontrovertbly, that thine offers of mercy are no fiction 
—that it is thy choice to save. One still. more trying question 


hands, to deal with you just as | please? I saw that I ought to 
be willing, and was confounded that | should hesitate a moment; 
yet I did. hesitate. IT wanted the blessing, but I wanted to re- 
ecive it retaiming my former sentiments. Convinced that T must 
yield, and looking again at my Physician, | thought [ could say, 
without wavering, Do with me, Lord, as seems sood In thy sight 
—only make me wholly thine ; cleanse me from sin. Again and 
again, however, was ready withdraw my assent, as some 
darling object was about to be crucified. But when the question 
came to be, Which shall I choose, this, or Christ? I could not 
resist. My soul must be the Lord’s , cost What it might. 

Now | can rejoice in all the way by which Jesus has led me 
to himself. I believe it was emphatically the right way, the only 
way. [can love him in every step, and rejoice that he has so 
revealed himself to me as to captivate my heart. So. that with- 


my desire is unto thee, and to. the remembrance of thy ways. 
Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth 
that I desire beside thee.” ‘Thou art my portion, saith my soul. 
While I trust we can both rejoice In him, now, as a complete 
Savior, meeting every necessity of our being, filling our hearts 
with love, and joy, and peace, it is still, no doubt, a question with 
us, How can we best make known his healing power to others ? 
We know that none but God can break up the strong hold of 


for thee? Here faith was opposed by the remembrance of Jong — 
continued rebellion, awful ingratitude, and utter worthlessness, . 


Lord, thou art willing. ‘Thine embassy to earth, thine azony in 


followed, Are you willing to give yourself, unreservedly, into my 


out hesitation, think that can now say with the Psalmist, 
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EVERY DAY EXPERIENCE. 261 


prejudice, and open the hearts of his people to receive his great 


salvation, yet God hath put this honor upon his saints, that they 
should be co-workers with him, in ce arrving forward his benevo- 
doth his word and Spirit prompt us to carry the 
glad tidings to others. But who will belie ‘ve our report : 

Dear Sister, as God was long suffering with usyso let us be with 
our brethren: as he gradu ly removed from our hearts the dee 
foundations of prejudice, so Jet us patiently labor and faint not, 
believing that. as eternal truth is on our side, we have. nothing to 
fear. Above all, Jet us cleave to Christ, who is our life, and hold 
fast our confide nee in him. M; any eves are Watching us. Let 


our eye be ever. turned upward to God, and while reposing 


whole soul on him for time and eternity, let us earnestly pray 
that He who has promised) to destroy the face of the covering 
“ast over all people, and the veil that is spread over all nations, 
may so reveal himself to his own people as a present and al- 
mighty Savior, that eve ry bond of prejudice may give way before 
him —each heart exclaim, What have L to do any more with 
idols; and God be all and in all. | 

| Yours, in the best of bonds, 


 Lebruary 27, 1844, R.: B. 


For the Guide to Christian Pertectron. 


Broriner At the revirn of this season of the vear, the season of 
my espousals to Christ, Pbave been led to a particular review of the deal- 


of God withine.  Phave found. this review profitable, and comph- 


anee with the suggestion of another, and in the hope of aiding the cause. of 


holiness, propose to send you, from time to time, some ef these private 
exercises, Which you are at liberty to publish, In case of the wantoft other and 
better matter, | | VW. 


EVERY DAY EXPERIENCE, 


March 30, 1839.—This mouth has found me in the diligent and prayertul 
study of God's word; in the ob a truth, whieh has of late, 
for the first time, been bronght before miy mind, viz. the realization of pres- 
ent entire sanetifieation to God. ‘The result of this investigation is a deep 
and thorough conviction that this state may be realized, through the abouud- 
ing grace of God given in answer to believing prayer. -T heneeforth set 
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| confident our readers will hail it with joy. 


262 GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


myself to seek the Lord; to seek full redemption in the blood of Jesus. My 
prayer is, “Create in me a clean heart, O God.” 


April 20.—The Lord is with me to set his seal to truth by the operations 
of the Holy Spiriton my mind. ‘Phe word is applied to my heart and con- 
science; the Spirit aids me in prayer, and Lam already blessed. One eve- 
hing especially, while in prayer, Lreceived a draught from the river of lite, 
a sauistying portion, Which quenched my thirst. My faith Tard hold on Jesus 

—a present Savior, As the tempest tossed mariner enters the quiet haven 
and is at rest, so my soul was calmly anchored ; all was well. T reached the 
spot where was safety. As I pass on from diuy to day, [ find increasing 


sweetness in the word of God. The promises are so many jewe Is of gold; 


I seize them; I bind them round the neek, 1 press them to my heart; I 
search tor them, as one searches for hidden treasure, 
I feel a tenderness of spirit I never felt before; a melting, a dissolving 


heart; a walking softly, as if God were present, and bending towards me, 


with all his heart of love. I cannot sin against him. Every thought and 
desire is lost in the sweet perception of God’s presence, in the desire to 
please him. As the little child, that eannot walk, stretches’ forth his hands 
te his parent, and the parent comes and helps him, so Pstreteh forth my hands 


to God, and he comes and helps me,—he leads me; yea, he carries me. 


Tpril 30.— Retired one morning for prayer and meditation. Before I had : 
opened the Bible, while sittingand meditating, the Holy Ghost came upon me, 
and the power of the highest overshadowed me. God had come into my heart 


In truth, in reality. Iwas pure, for God himself had breathed upon me. The 


exercises of mind which followed this baptism of the Spirit, were a sense of 


purity ; a feeling that was wholly the Lord’s; that God was my ‘ather; — 


Thad free and perfect access to Hime; that was united to Christ. seemed 
to myself to have been born again; to have eome into the kingdom of God 
as really, though not as fully, as if T had enteréd heaven itself; Thad no 
luterest but that of God. All my thoughts and fee lings centered in him, as 
if God were myself} and [ had no being out of God. If I looked to find 


myself} my former self, it was not there. 


NotE.—We shall be happy to continue this “ Every Day and are 


Though the form and profession of godliness are kept up by 
many without the life and power of it, yet the life and power of 


it will not long be kept up without the form and profession 
of it. 
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ror the Guide to Christran Perfection. 


The following extract is flom the diary of a now sainted friend. Tt was 


the Jast passage she wrote. A few months after, retaining same heav- 


enly spirit, she sweetly fell asleep in Jesus, and now rests with God. How 


desir able, for lle, ‘is estate of conse r div SO 


minutel® and strikingly portrayed in this extract. And O how Important and 


desirable in view of the hour of de vith, both for the satety of the de parte de 


soul and the peace and comfort of surviving friends. May the re of this 
be blessed to excite many to enter into the same state of holiness, 


Chelsea, April; Orne MAN, 


Saturday Night, Nov. 2. 18138. A week of unusual profil 
and peace is now closing around me. delightful. the 
thought, that in-heaven, that abode of purity and. highest peace, 


ay, reeord of unworthy lite veenter Without discord. 
ance, Lone IS it since so favered’a portion of time has been 


mine ; and now not by any worthiness. of my own, but by the 
eitt of faith, hi ive this imestimable inheritanee.,  “Pomptations 
but grace does inuch more abound, give myself to 
God ina perpetual, unconditional covenant. and he has become 
mine im his atonement, im lis blessed Spirit, in the consolations 
of renewed adoption, Convineed of the sin and loss of re- 


cmmaining without the witness of entire sanctification, did) firmly 


and fully resolve to give all to God, to do his will, and not my 
own henceforth. TF doubt not the Spirit of God did, indeed, 
lead me thus far, but, throuch unbehet, tollowed) not on to the 
evidence of fall acceptance. coutiiued, nevertheless, very 
much to desire this, and. from day to day. with more or. less fer- 
vor of soul, renewed the consccration of muy little all, until about 
four weeks had passed away; meantime frequently falling betore 
sin, and realizing that every hindrance to my deliverance from 
the body of this death lay in myself, almost despaired of de- 
liverance from so deep and loug continued evil. But de- 
sired most earnestly to be the Lord’s for the sake of being his, 
even though he should scarce Ty notice agaimas among his chil- 
dren one so useless and utte rly unworthy as myself. Aecord- 
ingly | ventured to repeat. the words of formal consecration 
While at the throne of grace; and if it should please the infi- 
nitely righteous God to bestow upon me, through his Son, peace 


and joy in believing, all were well; but if otherwise, all were | 


well. I would still give myself to him, “knowing all were right 
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which he could do. After doing this, howeyer, [ still lingered 
a little upon my knees, not for the purpose of asking any thing 
further then, but I wanted to be sure of my sincerity, und I 
wished God to be sure of it. I was prompted to say, “The 
blood of Christ be a witness between me and thee of this,” and 
ammediately followed, with a sweetness of application indescrib- 
able, the reme mbranice of these words, ** For if the blood of bulls 
and of coats, and the ashes of an heifer, sprinkling the unclean, 
sanctificth to the purifving of the flesh, how much more shall the - 
blood of Christ, who, through the ete rhal Spirit, offered: himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to. 
~serve the living God. My mind was satished, and rested in the 
efhicacy of that blood without a doubt. Since that I feel mereas- 
ing nearness to God, and I long to be more lost in him. 


“Only to live my God to love, 
Niy God to glor ily.” 


I feel the Spirit with Mie, an il long to be led by him to greater 
erace. 


PATI ENCE. 


But what is patience? We do not now speak of a heathen 
virtue, neither cf a natural indolence ; but of a gcracious temper 
wrought in the heart of a believer, by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. Itisa disposition to suffer whatever pleases God, in the 
manner and for the time that pleases him. We thereby hold the — 
middle Way, Ne ither despising our sufferings, making little of 
them, passing over them lightly, as if they were owing to chance, 
or second causes: nor, on the other hand, affected too much, un- 
nerved, dissolved, Anking under them. We may observe the 
proper object of patience is suffering, either in body or mind. 
Patience does not imply the not feeling this: it is apathy or in- 
| sensibility. It is at the utmost distance from stoical stupidity | 
i yea, and at an equal distance from fretfulness or dejection. The 
il patient believer is preserved from falling into either of these ex- 
HH tremes, by considering who is the author of all his swlering, even 
God, ie Father: what is the motive of his giving us to sufler? 

_ Not so properly his justice as_ his love : and what j is the end of 


4) it: Our profit, that we mney be partakers of his holiness.— 
| Wesley. 
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